By Huma Yusuf and Syed Shoaib Hasan

NEASY CALM

As long as Rehman Dakait and Arshad Pappu remain at large, Lyari’s
residents will continue to fear a resumption of violence

r: Lyan streets wore a deserted Inok before the operation

Jamia Masjid. Although the walls of homes and shop shutters are
riddled with bullet holes in the aftermath of the recent police
crackdown, men sit chat‘hng on their doorsteps w hile children play in the
streets without supervision. It seems as if the fourth police team deployed

in Lyari since the operation began in January 2004 has met with some
success. Not only have the formerly ubiquitous rangers mobiles vacated
the area but residents are also resuming their day-to-day activities. Shops
remain open well past dark, weddings are celebrated in the evenings and

those Lyari residents who fled the violence of the gang wars are slowly
returning to their homes.

T‘he resumption of normal activity comes after an extended police
ration in the area. Between March 15 and July 6, 12 men closely
filiated with gang leaders Rehman Dakait and Arshad Pappu have been

killed while 97 others were arrested. Since May 18, following a police
attack in Hub that disrupted his operations there, Rehman has escaped to
Baluchistan. Meanwhile, Pappu has fled from his Jahanabad stronghold
but apparently remains in Karachi, keeping a low profile. Currently, head
money amounting to five million rupees is being offered for Rehman and
three million rupees for Pappu.

The evacuation of the gang leaders from Lyari has not been the only

operation were key players of Rehman and Pappu’s gangs. For instance,

ife is slowly returning to normal in Lyari's Rexer Lane near Usmania

the area’s night schools are preparing for the new term. More importantly,

result of the police operation. Many of the men killed or arrested during the |

| most of Rehman's activities in Lyari
| and SLT.E. have been

ed
since the death of Mohammad
Ghaffar alias Dhobi, one of his main
lieutenants. According to Lyari
Town Police Officer (TPO) Omar
Shahid, smaller independent gan:

- such as those ha’mm by i
Mohammad Raees alias Racesu and
Noor Mohammad alias Baba Ladla -
have also dishanded since their
leaders have been killed or forced
into hiding. As a result, criminal
activity, mclud.mg intimidation,
drmug dealing and the collection of
bhatta, has decreased sharply.

In an attempt to demonstrate the
extent to which the gang leaders
have been crippled, TPO Shahid
describes the funeral processions of

| various gang members affiliated

with Rehman: “When Shani was
killed on January 2, 2005, Rehman’s
men had all of Kalakot shut down
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also reports that the murder in mid-
July of 2 man named Mohammad
Hussain has locals fearing a
resumption of gang violence.
Hussain was known to be the right-
hand man of Ghaffar Zikri, one of
Pappu's closest allies who is
currently in hiding. Meanwhile,
Lyari town police officials are the
first to admit that bhatta is still being
collected from transport depots in
the area, albeit in a more discreet
manner than before.

A good indication of the mixed
feelings of Lyariites about their
security is the number of le
who have been returning to their
homes in ﬂu](.iwa::a“ﬂg Kalakot,

ifically around Singo and Rexer
m as well as other areas. “Thanks
to effecﬁv? i acu% about 80

cent of the le have returned
foﬂﬂ-neir humes,]?szl;sMapd, who
lives near Rexer I.a;. For mho ,
72-year-old Anjani Sapuna wi
esc;ped to Mangopir earlier this
year recently returned to Lyari.
Although she found that her home
had been looted and crudely
renovated by during her
absence, she claims that she has been
living in peace for over a month.

over time. Right now, we are worried that if the current police team is
transferred or if the political winds change, Rehman and Pappu will be able
to return and reign over Lyari aﬁa}m,"

Acknowledging the validity of these concemns, TPO Shahid says that the
police will have to play a large part in allaying the fears of Lyari's residents.
“There is no doubt that the police has lost credibility in the area owing to the
gang linkages of previous teams,” says Shahid_ “The police need to build
credibility and increase their visibility in the area, especially since the
rangers no longer monitor every street in Lyari.” Another police official
argues that given Lyari’s long history of gang warfare, the people’s fear
cannot be quelled overnight: they will have to live through peaceful times
before they can feel secure. “Ultimately,” continues Shahid, “people will
remain uneasy until Rehman and Pappu are apprehended.”

Meanwhile, efforts to capture the gang leaders are under way. ~
these men is our number—one priority and all the resources of the Industrial
Crime Unithal-ebemdj.ra:!e«fmmrdsﬂmetask“ While some police officials
remain confident that the capture of Pappu is imminent, they admit that
ap?rehendjngﬂdnman,ﬂ-le igger target, will be a little trickier. “Since

R is in Bahachistan, the ley ibility to capture him lies with the
police force of that province. wg’::le tracking him careznll)r but will only be
able to lead a mission into Baluchistan we are certain about Rehman's

ts and have coordinated the effort with local authorities.” For
their part, Lyari's residents await that operation with bated breath. m




