s the mpmednlieofh:a
.

No doubt, he boasts some of the
attributes of a wandering minstrel
~— incurable ia, romanticism,
itinerancy and a flair for lyricism.
But there are far more verses in the
epic poem that is Kaleem. He is also
a seasoned journalist, the type who
dmmmolmhlsagneﬂesnglﬁ

down to the butt. In years he
has even endured the b of
mlmchmwm"mdﬂ\eun
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m'“”‘pam‘g ok v
local it would not
to let his writing speak
for 'I'Iusmpa:hcularymc
g'lvmﬁnatﬂmﬂmt anyone
mﬂhel]youlfawht:(aleem after
mentioning that he inexplicabl
hoards newspapers - mﬂuth:yls

had written up to 9 pieces for one
issue of The Star. I stopped
writing for the paper, people would
askme:'Dmt)wwm'ﬂmSmr

ity ceappingthe o
e for' "
Ludu'ly,{(alum s prolificacy

fact that The Star only offered “three battered typewriters, two of which
were broken”. “I write about everything, except Pahstammomllib
umgmousﬂnngsamiﬂ’ssaﬂﬂ:ar&ledaysmf
journalism have ended.” Of course, nothing be more “ l:shﬂ]ly
m!aurful”&wnkaleemsmfamwsm-ewufmeaﬂyl@:hud&d
ms he penned the entire appraisal in verse. Coll
lamteasedhmaboutﬁwpmnefwmvgmltas'lﬁelm&mgd

J- Kaleem Omar”. What is more endearing than Kaleem's penchant for
poetry, though, is the fact that he had acquaintances who got a kick out of
making allusions to T.S. Eliot.

Ower the years, Kaleem's formerly radical and hi

haveios{ﬂ'mblustw “after being corporatised

v cerebral friends
nullified by too much

lmﬂwymafmpanyoi
Lahore. “It all seemed
I:e[atad,' jokingly adds. “After
Elwaspmbab}vﬂwmﬂyl’ahslam
who was a leftist by birth When [ was
born Dr Rashid Jahan and Mahmood
Zafar of the Communist Party of India
wrote a note o my parents on official
party letterhead stating:
“Congratulations on the birth of 2 new
comrade.” Ironically, Kaleem insists
that his politics is more centrist.
= =t “While [ was at The Star, an in-house
hatﬂeusedbragebetweenﬂ\ekﬁsls
Eﬁhtﬁl&lmdnism:geltherwaymdmmd in the middle.”
intellectual vibrancy is not the only thing Kaleem misses about the
gmdcldd.ays“'atﬁzsmr which he still insists he was tricked info
joning by editor Imran Aslam. “It was 50 exciting to work with that
brilliant feam. Thanks to them, investi wﬁ plonmedby
the eveninger.” Acco to Kaleem, he his work at the pa
the dictum coined by Lord Northcliffe, the founder of the Dail,
news is what somebody, somewhere is trying to hide. “My mﬁ(eagms and

I'made it our mission to find out what was hiding. We were like
crusaders, fighting the good fight on behalf of the societies
such as ours, being a journalist is not just another job — you have tobe a

crusader, you havetowageadtﬁmkuddphad No wonder then,

Kaleem spent man earsofl'ush!e 10 sleep every night, expecting
that icught Knock on e dooe © 0










