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n April 8, six days after he passed away,
O Pape jnhn Paul IT was buried in St Peter's

Basilica in the Vatican. His funeral was
attended by two million le, including 200
world ] and was \S:Eued on television by
over two billion Eop]e worldwide. The global
outpourlngufgr f was an approf tegestureinr
a pope who mmz come to

than life. His resi mﬂwhoeuﬂhzmmeﬂ;
'8 most T Nazism
and communism, his abi

; ility to conflate
traditionalism and modernity and his belief in the
heniin owers of ecumenism have established

]%lg'- Paul Il a5 a church icon, the likes of
whlch we mﬁ::ver see again,
Itis no accident that Pope John Paul IT was
;hn?wuantly referred t:;; “'d'mm{mhcg Tor once,
word was being correctly, indical at
the man was extrao: y ﬁeed.
the pope’s brief visit to Pal lstan on Febmurym

1981, en rowte to the Phillipines,
of his charisma, Some 24 years “Qwen Wmnulg

e in Karachi’s Niator I Sta
I’a.&lstan’s Christian community uhil mnmlber the
‘Pﬂi;epopesNatmalsmdmmmsswasm
ecstatic ce. He was such a charismatic '+

with a natural, winning smile and athletic
ild that the pmple taok to him nualgh! nway,
remembers Father Archie DeSouza,
grlsst of Our Lady of Fatima Church.
ther Matthew of the St John's Parish on
e-Faisal, who was in his early weruc!udng the
pope’s vish. says: “T'll never furget

appeal, he was suchanlm

ted to see him, if
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Pope john Paul, 1 was

At simple.Andye!I&quldtelI;hahe

- Wwas someone out

because he was so
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He was dramatic and you coul
~ instantly tell that he had wanted to
bemadorwhmhewasgunger.
And unlike other popes, he was
witty. He had a soft, pleasant voice
and an erect stature befitting a
gulﬁ:nm.‘ﬂsterﬁrﬁadmmﬂkhwwhms}eﬁmmﬂmpope
in the Sistine Chapel, he made a great impact on her. “When [ mentioned that
1 was from Pakistan, he called out Cardinal Cordeiro’s name three times,
indicating his respect for our cardinal.”
Unfortunately, the memories Pakistanis have of Pape John Paul If are
marred by reports of an attempted bomb blast at the National Stadium
during his visit. A home-made explosive device carried by three men who

- wereintercepted by security went off half an hour before the pope’s arrival

~ at the stadium. While the man carrying the

explosive was killed, three

- others were injured. “Even though no one knew about the bomb until the
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next day when it was all over, news reports from across the world only
focused on the fact that Pope John Paul was targeted while in Pakistan,”
complains Father Matthew.

2 the pope knew about the small blast, chances are that he would
- not have held it against Pakistan. Only three months later, while leaning out
of his car in St Peter's Square, he was shot at by Mehmet Ali Agca, a Turkish

L fanalic. ite ing through a long recovery, Pope John Paul eventuall
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Agea. Indeed, such tolerance was a defining
: '_ﬁapopewhndmseliovisilovermmunhiaduringhis
m reign, “It is great that Pope John Paul travelled across the world. That's
now he managed to bring different faiths closer,” explains Naem Shahid
Ghauri of Karachi's Azam Town.

ions over the centuries, Pope
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conservative stance appealed to
many. And for that reason, his
me?:edagbbalmw.h

Christian community
held Iohn” services in honour
of P Paul II's fruitful life.
Ca:;gitvigibmhismnorywm
well-attended and special masses
were conducted the
copies of the pope’s 1981 sermon in
[;i'i:rwusb Father
many including
Nawaz of the 5t Jude Parish, pulled
out their video ings of
Pakistan Television’s live broadcast
af his visit to see the pope as they
remembered him one last time.

b I 5002 Aoy D)




