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DEVELOPMENT

By urna Yusuf

LIVING o\

eza has clearly taken pains to
Rdecorate his house. An animal-

print sofa set is kept against
the walls. Painted a bright Pakola
green, the walls have been decorated
with pretty fake flower
arrangements. Visitors are asked to
remove their shoes at the entrance as
the floor is covered wall-to-wall with
bright rugs interspersed with

ristine white sheets. Today, the
ormica coffee table has been wiped

clean to accommodate cups of

ing tea. Reza b
playing with his brothers while
growing up in this house in Orangi

The unholy trinity of poverty,
corruption and bureaucracy is
preventing a majority of katchi abadi
dwellers from owning their homes

Town's Ghaziabad area during the late 1970s. Now, he looks on as his
children try to swing open the door of their grey refrigerator. In every way,
Reza considers this to be his home. Unfortunately, he doesn't have the papers
to prove it.

Reza's fate is shared by many of Karachi's kaichi abadi dwellers. Despite
having inhabited their homes since the 19705, 1950s or even before Partition in
some cases, many abadi residents cannot claim ownership of their homes,
Most see this as a violation of their constitutionally guaranteed right to

'aﬂuire property. As Reza puts it: “Without my own house, I am not a man.”
I i abadi dwell i

eed, without a goverr lease, are viewed as
encroachers by the authorities and live with the constant fear of eviction. This
anxiety is heightened in the context of today’s booming property market,
where land grabbing, speculation and the military government's keen interest
in real estate have made urban land the ultimate acquisition.
Recognising the urgent need to formalise the low-income housing sector in
Karachy, the Sindh Katchi Abadis Act 1987 and its subsequent Regularisation,
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