DREAM

COME TRUE

It's a proud day for Pakistan when Karachi's
glitterati and internationally renowned
celebrities gather for the launch of a
children’s book. In a nation where reading is
becoming an endangered habit, the hype
surrounding Mo’s Star, a fable abouta '
penguin who befriends a star, is encouraging.
Authored by Mahnaz Malik, a London-based
international investment lawyer, Mo's Star
began as a joke but soon morphed into a

mission. Thanks to Mahnaz's relentless, persuasive and enthusiastic personality, Mo's Starquickly became an
international project — written by a Pakistani, ilustrated by American art professor Cora Lynn Deibler, translated

director Michael Radford and performed by Joseph Fiennes..

initiative, Over to them.

he who's who of Bollywood may have dubbed
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remains disarmingly humble. At the Mo's
Star book launch, she joked that she can't
wait to return to Mumbai and boast about
working with Oscar-nominated director
Michael Radiord who advised her on
aspects of her reading. The Herald met up
# %, with Vidya to talk about [ife after
. overnight success.

to be at the ri%
at the righ

into Urdu by activist poet Fahmida Riaz and complemented by an audio version directed by Oscar-nominated

In Pakistan, Mo’s Star has achieved the impossible by dissolving corporate boundaries. Under the umbrella of
Project Reaching for the Stars, the book will be published and distributed by the Oxford University Press which,
thanks to the support of Unilever, will donate &ll sale proceeds to The Citizens Foundation, a not-for-profit
organisation that has built 230 primary and secondary schools nationwide. Much like her penguin protagonist,
Mahnaz dreamed the impossible, pitching big ideas for her little book. Indeed, her prose and philanthropic vision
o inspired the likes of Bollywood superstar Vidya Balan and Radford that they flew into Karachi to support the

Q. How did you get involved

Vidya Balan as the ‘superstar of tomorrow in Project Reaching for the
but innumerable accolades have not succeeded Stars?
in compromising the stunning actor's integrity. * A Mahnaz called me after
Having shot to fame opposite Saif Ali Khan in ing Parineeta. After the film,

K last year's blockbuster Parineeta, Vidya happily whjgﬁ thankfully did very well,
flew into Karachi from Mumbai to read from the many organisations wanted me
children's book Mo's Star, written by Mahnaz to be associated with them but I
Malik. Throughout her visit, Vidya looked great, didn't get involved because |

remained accessible and flashed heart-stopping wanted to be a part of
smiles at anyone who attempted 1o judge something I believed in. I'm
whether she is as beautiful in reality as she very happy to be here because [
appeared on screen. And despite having connected with the honesty and
been compared to Shabana Azmi, Vidya simplicity of Mo's Star. Tt also

helped that Mahnaz is extremely
persuasive. But I believe that
education is the first basic
necessity because it o
eyes to the world and its

ibilities. When you are
illiterate, you carry the baggage
of knowledge that has

your

“| have been fortunate
ht place

time’

J
— Vidya Balan













